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Four-in-Five
girls & women said

it is important to see

women stem characters

on television 

what do girls & women think about stem?

Women in STEM

2
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men were more likely to be shown

in these professions:

one-in-three
Girls & Women  

have considered 
a stem career

media representations  

matter  

of girls & women  have 

Teachers  
who encouraged them

to pursue stem

37.1%
of Stem characters were  

Women 

40.3%

27.9%
of Stem characters were 

People of
Color 

when it comes to OVERALL intentions of pursuing Stem:

36.6%

how are stem characters portrayed in media?

one-in-four
Girls & Women   

plan to go into
a stem career

19.8%

Girls & women have positive

perceptions of stem

People of Color 

Interest  in stem careers is:

72.7%
saw stem work as

collaborative 
 

are underrepresented 

engineering

68.9%
saw stem

professionals as

serving the

community 

computer

occupations

Women  

physical

science

highest
in middle school

30.9%

are underrepresented 

(13.7% compared

to 2.4%)

lowest
in high school

1

(11.5% compared

to 8.6%)

Gender Bias seen as a barrier  

71.2 | 27.9

(11.8% compared

to 6.4%)

factors that increase girls & women's intention to go into stem:

37.1 | 62.9

Nearly Half

of girls & women
agreed that women in stem have to

Work Harder
than men   

factors that decrease girls & women's intention to go into stem:

media reinforces biases about which

STEM fields are for women

51.1%
of girls & women said

stem work 

does not allow time for

family
 

most (65.8%)

of women stem

characters

were shown

working in the

life sciences

1

stem professions are not seen as

family flexible

2

Media portrayals of adversity in the 

stem workplace 

men and women were

equally likely 
to be shown facing adversity

but men were more

likely to  be

shown

overcoming it

82.7%

47.9%

seeing stem as

serving the community 1

women were shown facing more:

Harassment & 
Discrimination

2

media portrays stem in a

negative light

42.9%
of stem

characters

were shown

sacrificing

their personal

life  

3

4

media also portrays stem in

a positive light 

 
of Stem characters

were shown

working in

collaboration
 

having teachers that

encourage stem

64.5%

5

64.0%
 
of Stem characters

were shown

engaging in Stem work

to help others
 

6

(4.0% compared 1.3%)

7

support from family, Friends & Teachers

is important

seeing stem as

family flexible 

Personally knowing

someone in STEM 

Having a role model

in stem 

Having Friends that

encourage stem

having family members that

encourage stem 

seeing stem work as solo rather

than collaborative 

perceiving that women in

stem face sexism

of girls & women  have 

Family  
who encouraged them

to pursue stem

of girls & women  have 

Friends  
who encouraged them

to pursue stem

of girls & women  have 

A Role
Model  

in Stem

8 having a stem role model

in media 


